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A Word From Our Board President
Reflection from the President
As I look back over the past year, I am
reminded of one of my favorite verses of
scripture. “Do not withhold good from
those to whom it is due, when it is in your
power to act” (Proverbs 3:27). I have been
amazed by the many wonderful
individuals, agencies, and companies who
have contributed to such a successful and
transformational year with the United
Way. In many ways this year has been
both exciting and challenging at the same
time. As we have navigated through the
year, I’ve often said that it feels like we’re
riding a rollercoaster. We have continued
to change, grow, learn, and adapt as we
have transitioned to our Community
Impact funding model. This new model allows us to meet the specific
needs of the citizens of Rowan County by providing programs in three
main focus areas: Substance Abuse, Mental Health, and Healthy
Lifestyle Behaviors in addition to Basic Needs. We have now
successfully completed our first full campaign and grant cycle under this
funding model that will provide measurable outcomes on the impact of
the lives that these programs are able to touch and change. It has been
inspiring to see so many wonderful agencies step up to provide plans
and programs that will no doubt improve the quality of services and fill
so many gaps right here in our home county. I look forward to watching
the services grow over the course of the coming year. I am excited to see
the positive and powerful impact that I know each one will have on our
community as a whole for years to come.
I would like to thank our Board of Directors for their hard work,
dedication and passion around being good stewards of the time and
money that the people of Rowan County have entrusted us with.
Likewise, our dedicated United Way Staff members for all of their
tireless work in keeping the wheels turning on a daily basis! Jackie,
Melissa, Tara, and Executive Director Jenny Lee have had another
outstanding year and I am grateful for their efforts and support.
The United Way is, and has always been, about THE PEOPLE of
Rowan County. Not one individual, not one group, not one agency, but
THE PEOPLE of Rowan County. I am extremely proud of THE
PEOPLE of Rowan County who have once again, like so many times in
years past, stepped up to serve each other! So many volunteers, so many
local businesses, so many donations, so many hours poured into serving
and caring for the needs of others. This type of philanthropy has become
a rare sight in today’s world. But here in Rowan County it is alive and
well. This is something we should all be proud of and thankful for.
Thanks to the servant’s heart of so many people, I am proud to say that
the Rowan County United Way is in a very good position to continue
serving the needs of THE PEOPLE of Rowan County.

Marcus Koontz

Sponsor’s Fund
These companies go above and beyond their customary
corporate support to sponsor volunteer trainings, special
events, meetings and use of their facilities so Rowan County
United Way contributions can be applied towards
programmatic services.
Catawba College
Cheerwine
City of Salisbury
F&M Bank
Innospec
Novant Health Rowan Medical Center

Rowan Public Library
Rowan-Salisbury
School System
Salisbury Post
St. John’s
Lutheran Church
YMCA of Rowan County

The Christmas Bureau, a partnership of Rowan County United
Way, is a three day event that brings together volunteers,
agencies and people in need by taking applications for the
county’s main Christmas assistance programs: Salisbury Post’s
Christmas Happiness, The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree and
Project Santa.
The JF Hurley YMCA was the site for the seventh year. The
Christmas Bureau took applications on October 18th, 19th and
26th.
The purpose of the Christmas Bureau is to qualify families
through a uniform application efficiently and effectively. This
allows each agency to administer their programs independently
knowing there will not be duplication of service.
Due to the work of community volunteers who took applications
one or more days, the annual Christmas Bureau successfully
helped 378 families that came and applied for Christmas
assistance. The total effort resulted in toys, food and clothing
being provided for 916 children during the holidays. Rowan
County United Way, Salisbury Post, Smart Start Rowan, YMCA
of Rowan County, The Salvation Army and Project Santa worked
together to refer families for Christmas assistance through local
organizations.

FEMA
Phase 36 FEMA Local Recipient Organizations were Capstone
Recovery Center, Family Crisis Council, Rowan Helping
Ministries, and The Salvation Army/Rowan. Each of these
agencies received money to be utilized in much needed areas.
Direct services include: Mass Shelter ($30,610), Served Meals
($1,887), Food ($596), Rent ($20,000) and Utilities ($7,500).

Campaign / Special Events
Campaign

Innospec Into The Light Walk
Chief Bob Parnell

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Chief Bob Parnell, many
volunteers and the generosity of contributors, the 2019-20
campaign was successful raising $1,525,098. As a result of this
year’s campaign, our community investment partners will be able
to provide beneficial services to individuals and families who are
in need of assistance. Teamwork between several local car dealers
including Ben Mynatt Nissan, Cloninger Ford Toyota, Gerry Wood
Auto Group and Team Auto Group allowed contr ibutor s to
have an opportunity to win a new car. Salisbury Fire Department
Recruit, Quinzavious Sands, won the car from Team Auto Group.
The United Way Leadership Giving Circle is a program for
individuals giving a yearly contribution of $600 or more. It
currently has 264 members. Their gifts total $458,218 with an
average gift of $1,736.
The Alexis de Tocqueville Society total membership is seven.
Society members commit a yearly gift of $10,000 or more to be a
part of this national group.

Chief Bob Parnell with car giveaway winner,
Quinzavious Sands.

On September 21, 2019 the first Into The Light Suicide and Mental
Health Awareness Walk was held with the lead sponsor, Innospec.
More than 150 people took part in the walk and it was successful in
raising over $8,242. Funds raised through the event will be used for
local mental health programs. Plans are underway for the 2020
walk which will be held in September.

Participants walking down South Main Street
towards the Wallace Educational Forum.

Janet Johnson shares her story during the
breakfast program.

Community Impact

Rowan County United Way
Community Investment Partners
Substance Abuse
Capstone Recovery Center
Communities in Schools of Rowan
Families First
Nazareth Child & Family Connection
Salisbury Police Department
*Remaining funds will go towards a proposed
6-bed detox center (funds must be matched)

Since the beginning of 2019, we implemented the Community
Impact model for distributing funds to the community. This
new model matches donations with community needs identified
by our needs assessment and creates the most significant,
sustainable improvements while focusing on measurable
results.
We now fund in a two year cycle, allowing us to have a laser
focus on four priorities each year. Our funding priorities are
Substance Abuse, Mental Health, Healthy Lifestyle Behaviors
and Basic Needs. In the second year, funding will be cut by
10% to ensure program sustainability.
We opened our competitive grant cycle to all Rowan County
501(c)(3) agencies that provided programs in one or more of
our priority areas and provided a series of training sessions to
help potential grantees understand the new model. After the
application process, accepted agencies received site visits and
evaluations. This process utilizes trained volunteers who
develop short-and-long term goals, strategies for partnerships
and key performance indicators (KPI’s) that create measurable
outcomes for programs to meet. The model requires programs
to track KPI’s, allowing us to gauge and report back to our
donors the amount of impact our funding is having.

Mental Health
Capstone Recovery Center
Families First
Nazareth Child & Family Connection
Rowan-Salisbury School System
*Funds earmarked for mental health program
Healthy Lifestyle Behaviors
Boy Scouts, Central NC Council
Families First
Main Street Mission
Rowan County YMCA (2 grants)
Basic Needs
Family Crisis Council
Main Street Mission
Rufty-Holmes Senior Center
Salvation Army

We are extremely grateful to Barry Hill, Vice-President of
Community Impact, who led our volunteers during this first
year of the new funding model.

Funding For 2020

131 West Innes Street, Suite 201
Salisbury, North Carolina 28144
Phone 704.633.1802
Fax 704.633.1805
www.rowanunitedway.org

